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Anzac Day

Anzac Day is a National Day of Remembrance in Prog ramme
Australia and New Zealand that broadly

commemorates all Australians and New

Zealanders "who served and died in all wars, 2024 Year
conflicts, and peacekeeping operations" and "the

contribution and suffering of all those who have MAR

served". 13" (Monday) Committee Meeting

Date: Thursday 25 April 2024 23 (Saturday)  Family Trees Presentation
Also called: Maori: Ra o Nga Hoia APR

Observed by: Australia; Christmas Island; Cocos 8" (Monday) Committee Meeting
(Keeling) Islands; Cook Islands; New "

Zealand; Niue; Norfolk Island; Tokelau; Tonga 20" (Saturday) AGM

Significance: National day of remembrance and MAY

first landing of the Anzacs at Gallipoli. 13" (Monday) Committee Meeting
_________________ a 25" (Saturday)  WW1 Nurses Presentation

JUN
17" (Monday) Committee Meeting
15" (Saturday)  State AGM

"Wishing you all a very
happy Easter filled with
love, hope, and joy.
May the blessings of

: > JUL
t:l:samszrl b,,eE\;V;E[Zr 8" (Monday) Committee Meeting
, = AUG

is a time to celebrate
new beginnings and
the promise of a better

12" (Monday) Committee Meeting
24" (Saturday) Beginners Presentation with

tomorrow. May this Hands On Workshop
Easter bring you hope SEP
| andrenewal TR T DD ] ot (Monday) Committee Meeting
ocT
14" (Monday) Committee Meeting
REMINDER 26" (Saturday)  G’ment & Police Gazettes in AM
All Memberships are due for renewal Film reader & Microfiche in PM
by the 315t MARCH 2024 NOV
Please use the Membership Renewal Form 11" (Monday) Committee Meeting
that comes with your February/March Edition 24" (Sunday) Afternoon Tea & Trade Table
of Tasmanian Ancestry. DEC

13" (Friday) Closure for Christmas Break

: What's happening at Mersey Branch?

: Mersey Branch now has five up to date computers for members & visitors use. Two of the older computers have been kept for =
access to the 'Digger’ cd’s of birth, death & marriages for Qld, Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania. These discs are able to be
: searched by the obvious, surname but can also be searched by year, first name, father & or mother as well as the ability to sort :
children by date. There are many other cd’s available. A list will be in next ILMO. The process of scanning the Advocate :
newspaper has been renewed and will be from the Libraries Tasmania site. Then indexed as normal. Checking of the F E

: Watts Funeral Directors records is near complete. After approval from State Publications Committee this will be for sale.
Promotion of ‘A Cemetery That Was’ 2nd edition will also be arranged.

: Our BBQ with a presentation ‘Herbert Head’s headstone’ on Sat 10t Feb was an enjoyable time for all including our State

: President Robyn Gibson from Perth.

Secretary Gay with Andrew Cocker’s guidance updated our website. Gay will be adding future events, publications & ILMO to

. the site.

Mersey branch presentations start Sat 23 March with ‘Family Trees’ Helen, Gary & Betty will talk on three ways to organise
: your family information on computer. Please contact secretary Gay for bookings etc. at secretary.tthsdev@gmail.com
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https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Australia&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SM5Iz6hcxMrpWFpcUpSYk5kIAK5yaQ8ZAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAHoECBcQAg
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Christmas+Island&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MCwwzVnEKuCcUZRZXJKbWKzgWZyTmJcCAPPzMIYfAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAXoECBcQAw
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Cocos+(Keeling)+Islands&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MCwwy1nEKu6cn5xfrKDhnZqak5mXrqngWZyTmJdSDADpHQxBJgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAnoECBcQBA
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Cocos+(Keeling)+Islands&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MCwwy1nEKu6cn5xfrKDhnZqak5mXrqngWZyTmJdSDADpHQxBJgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAnoECBcQBA
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Cook+Islands&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MDIoMFzEyuOcn5-t4Fmck5iXUgwA2s6pzhsAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoA3oECBcQBQ
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=New+Zealand&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SC4pj09axMrtl1quEJWamJOYlwIALgHrsRsAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoBHoECBcQBg
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=New+Zealand&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3SC4pj09axMrtl1quEJWamJOYlwIALgHrsRsAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoBHoECBcQBg
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Niue&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3ME0yyljEyuKXWZoKAPfMLH4TAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoBXoECBcQBw
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Norfolk+Island&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3ME0uzF3EyueXX5SWn5Ot4Fmck5iXAgCDrdLfHQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoBnoECBcQCA
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Tokelau&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3ME-zLFzEyh6Sn52ak1gKAG9bT8YWAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoB3oECBcQCQ
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Tonga&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3ME9LMlvEyhqSn5eeCADIKVRyFAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoCHoECBcQCg
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Anzacs&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MC6pyLFcxMrmmFeVmFwMAC2urnMWAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAHoECBYQAg
https://www.google.com.au/search?sca_esv=900911ee60afdd29&sca_upv=1&q=Gallipoli&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3ME6uKlvEyumemJOTWZCfkwkA0lpsSBgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqmsbascqEAxXZ6jgGHZsDCTQQmxMoAXoECBYQAw

WOODRISING (from Helen Anderson)

In the early 1850s when coal had been discovered in the surrounding district, William Boswell Dean?
purchased 150 acres of land on the banks of the Mersey River from his brother-in-law, David Cocker
who had purchased the land in 18532 from whence it had become known as Cocker’s Point. With
the new purchaser it became known as Dean’s Point.

BSMC: Woodrising, by an unknown artist donated by Miss H.P. Shaw,
a descendant of Colonel Michael Maxwell Shaw.

The area became a hive of industry and a sawmill was erected near Aberdeen with a tramway to
cart the timber and coal to a landing place at Cocker’s Point, and with a small settlement of cottages
and David Cocker operated a store.

In 1868 Colonel Michael Maxwell Shaw (1802-1890) purchased the 150 acres of partially cleared
land and describes his purchase?: “our farm having been the depot of a now insolvent coal company,
has three decent houses and eight cottages upon it."

Colonel Shaw was an educated Scot who joined the East India service in 1819. He retired on a
pension in 1867 and with his wife and two daughters arrived in Melbourne per the ship Omar Pasha
on 4 January 1868. He was a warm supporter of the temperance movement, a frequent writer of
poetry, and a prolific letter-writer to the local newspapers on many subjects, and died “well-known
and respected” as the papers are want to say, at Molenda, on the Castra Road in January 1890.

Following the Colonel’s departure for Castra Road the next incumbent was the Reverend Claude*
William Roberts, B.A. (1837-1895), who, with his wife and a large family, arrived in the Colony in
1880. Another prolific letter-writer, and a man of considerable skill in attracting people to his cause.
Although ill-health caused him to “retire” from his religious duties his passion was the establishment
of a hospital at Latrobe—the Devon Cottage Hospital—which, with the help of the surrounding

1 The List: Lands Department Deed 4/919

2 The List: Lands Department Deed 3/8900

3 Mercury 10 November 1868 pg 3: A Settler’s opinion of Tasmania.

4 His father, being a classics man, had him baptised Claudius William 1837.
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population at Latrobe and beyond, eventuated with the laying of the foundation stone in June 1887.
He was for many years Manager and Treasurer of the hospital after it opened on 26 January 1889.

It was Rev. Roberts who named the property Woodrising after the parish of that name in Norfolk,
England, where his father was the Minister. Who actually had the house built seems to have escaped
the journalist’'s knowledge as | have found nothing to state this. Was it David Cocker, W.B. Dean, or
Colonel Shaw? It was certainly there in the early 1880s, and as Rev Roberts had a family of 14, it
may have had to be enlarged to cater for them all. His daughters married well: Helen married
Mowbray Gray, a station owner from Queensland, and they lived next door for a short while and
then returned to England; two daughters, Constance and Evelyn married sons of John Henry of
River Don Trading Company fame; another, Laura, married G. Arthur Gurney, who established a
private Grammar School at Ulverstone in George Street. It is probably no coincidence that this
property was named Wangford, after the last parish that Rev Roberts served in before emigrating
to Tasmania.

The Rev. Roberts had a private chapel built at Woodrising where several of his children were
married, and from where his own burial service took place and that of a daughter. They was interred
in the private cemetery at Spreyton.

This chapel was removed to a site near the Spreyton Railway Station in March 1913.

Knyvett Roberts, a son of the Rev. Roberts, took over the management of Woodrising from his late
father and as well as grazing and some agriculture decided to go in for orcharding in 1906:

“and the result is seen to-day in 13 acres of fine healthy apple trees in their fourth year of growth.
The varieties here include Scarlet Nonpariel, Rome Beauty, New York Pippin (which does splendidly
on sandy ground), Five Crown, Sturmer, Jonathon, Reinette du Canada and Adam's Pearmain, thus
ensuring a fine commercial assortment...

Shelter is provided by means of the pinus insignia which has been planted on three sides of the
orchard, whilst the south side is splendidly protected at present from cold winds by the virgin forest
of the adjoining area. ...

There are 150 acres in "Woodrising," and oats and turnips are grown, Swedes doing particularly
well in the rich, loamy soil of the flats below the river terrace. Fossil remains of mussel, cockle, and
oyster shells are frequently found in the red soil near the old jetty, direct evidence that the sea once
occupied this valley, or at least that the tidal waters swept much further inland than at present. One
knows of no place in Tasmania where geology could be studied more easily by the amateur than in
the Mersey Valley.

Stretching away from the green lawn and grounds
FREOERICH surrounding the homestead are brown and yellow
river flats, with here and there, a patch of green, the
whole studded with clumps of dark green ti-trees,
with some noble old blackwoods standing out in
proud prominence. Scattered around are scores of
lovely silver wattles, now in full bloom, and scenting
the soft balmy air of spring with their fragrant odours.




Black wattles are also here, with their darker and more lustrous frondage, but these will not bloom
until Christmas time comes, round with its mirth and joyous memories. Peeping out of an
embowering clump of native trees is a little private church, wherein the Rev. Roberts often preached,
his grave and that of his daughter lying side by side in this sequestered spot, a spot hallowed of
God in the very essence of things, being so near to the heart of Nature, through which we may all
look up to Nature's God. Around this quiet sanctuary, in the dim religious light of this forest aisle,
are wild native cherries, honeysuckles, black wattles, eucalyptus, and ti-trees in a state of wild and
uncultivated grace, making a setting for the little church, and those two quiet graves which tells of
simplicity and primitive life, taking one's thoughts away, on fancy's wings to the pioneer life of the
backwoods of America, where such scenes are of frequent occurrence. No wonder this is a favorite
spot for picnickers, who come up the river very frequently in summer time.

Within a stone-throw of this rustic church are the remains of the old jetty, whence coal from Tarleton
was shipped many years ago, quite 1,000 tons going away from here, where the ballast heaps
tossed out of the vessels are still visible. The creek coming up from the Mersey past the jetty is
called Figure-of-Eight Creek, and it is as truly named as the Serpentine behind Ulverstone, which is
sinuosity personified. ...In the early days this locality was known as Dean's Point, a gentleman of
that name being the first proprietor of this old-established place.

Another feature here is a splendid display of daffodils of many varieties now in fragrant bloom. No
care is taken of them, the winter storms smite them, roaming stock tread them down, weeds choke
them, yet still they persist, and bloom in lovely profusion, scattered far and wide over the green
sward, their lovely yellows in sharp contrast, yet in harmony with the grass beneath. Kentish cherry
trees half-a-century old are here, bearing profusely, while acacias, mimosas, boobyallas,
blackwoods, and gums grow side by side with poplars, elms, pines. etc. The lambertiana horizontalis
does excellently here, and some fine specimens of cedros deodor and macrocarpus are also in
evidence...”®

In the 1930s Woodrising was being considered as the site for an aerodrome, but the present site of
Pardoe won the day, and today it is the site of the Devonport Country Club.

Other owners of Woodrising were:

George Sydney Hill Brown; James Joseph Dooley; Keith Harmon Ansell; and the Devonport Country
Club

The Devon Herald, A Bi-Weekly Journal of Agriculture, Politics and Commerce.

(from Ross Warren)

Published in Latrobe from 1877 to 1889. Volume 1 No. 1 was published on Saturday, December 8, 1877. Its
proprietor was William WHITAKER of Gilbert street, where the paper was printed and published. The paper
would be "the exponent of the interests of the county of Devon".

Mr WHITAKER was formerly proprietor of the Cornwall Advertiser, Launceston.
Cost, Single copy 4 pence, Subscription 6 shillings per quarter.

Agents were Mr R LOCKE, Latrobe; Mr Jonathon GRAHAM, Sassafras, Mr J H MCCALL, Torquay; Mr R
DOVE, Northdown; Mr T H ROBERTS, River Don; Mr T A BRAIN, River Leven; as well as at Emu Bay,
Chudleigh, Longford, Launceston and Campbell Town.

5 Advocate: 7 September 1910 pg 4: Orcharding in the Mersey Valley No. 7
5



Advertisements, Four lines, 1 shilling, one inch 2 shillings per insertion. Special advertisements 3 shillings
per inch.

Birth, Marriage or Death notices, 2 shillings each insertion. The 1877 income value of 2 shillings is $113.56
today.®

Some of the local businesses willing to advertise in the first issue were:-

N H GERRAND, shipping agent, Latrobe;

George D INGLIS, Barrister, Attorney, Solicitor and Proctor, Twiss street, Latrobe;

Mr Macdonald RITCHIE, Barrister, Attorney, Solicitor and Proctor, Gilbert street, Latrobe;
Albert Thos. PHILLIPS, pottery seller, Carpenter, Joiner and Undertaker, Gilbert street Latrobe;
G PADMAN, Jun, Chemist, Latrobe;

Alfred FIELD, Miller Corn Factor, Seedsman, and Woolstapler, Gilbert street, Latrobe;

R LOCKE, Bookseller and Stationer, Gilbert street, Latrobe;

CUMMINS, HENRY & Co., River Don;

KEAN's Cheap Shop, Millinery, Gilbert street, Latrobe;

Town Hall Printing Office, W WHITAKER, Latrobe;

Latrobe Timber Yard, James H BELLION, General Builder, Latrobe;

Richard C FAIRLAM, Shipping Agent, Gilbert street, Latrobe;

George SHADBOLT, fruit buyer, Latrobe and Sassafras;

Moorfields Steam Saw Mills, Torquay, R DOVER,;

Robert MASTERMAN, Builder;

John D JOWETT, Shipping, Commission, and Customs Agent, Torquay;

R MAAS, Watch & Clock Maker, Gilbert street Latrobe;

R PURDY, Cheapest Market, Gilbert street, Latrobe;

John WRIGHT, Wheelwright & Blacksmith, Northdown road

Mr Macdonald RITCHIE had arrived on 27 November by the Devon steamer. He was a Graduate in Honors
(sic) of Trinity College, Cambridge, a Barrister at Law of England for over thirty years and had practised for
many years in India.

An article on page 2 recorded the progress being made in the county, mainly in ship-building and housing,
indicating a great increase in trade and the need for speedy and safe transport of produce between markets,
and also the increase in population and the need for shelter for them.

Several vessels of various sizes were under construction at Torquay for Messrs HIGGS Bros., Mr T
LANCASTER, Mr DRAKE and Mr Michael WOODS.

At Latrobe buildings under construction were:- an Assembly Room by Mr YOUNG of the Railway Hotel, a
Commercial Room by Mr. BARRETT of the Latrobe Hotel, a brick shop for Mr PADMAN, chemist, a shop and
dwelling for Mr BAMFIELD. Proposed buildings were a new Wesleyan Church, a new school-room for the
Congregationalists, and a store by Mr OPPENHEIM.

Mr GADSBY had drawn plans for an Elizabethan style house, of 12 rooms with a grand hall and staircase, to
be built for Major DUMBLETON at Port Sorell Point. To cost between &£1000 and £2000. $1,135,600 in
todays money™.

Mr W Riley of Tarleton unsuccessfully requested a grant from Mersey Marine Board to deepen and improve
the entrance to Ballahoo Creek.

!measuringworth.com



TFHS Inc Mersey Branch hosted a BBQ
and Presentation of Herbert Head’s
headstone by Ros Coss on the 10-02-2024.
State President Robyn Gibson attended, we all had a
wonderful time and very much enjoyed the BBQ and

presentation.




Please complete the forms, take to Mersey Branch or email to

secretary.tthsdev@gmail.com by 8" April 2024

TASMANIAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC

Mersey Branch Annual General Meeting
To be held 1pm Saturday 20™ April 2024 at the Branch Library

117 Gilbert Street, Latrobe.
NOMINATIONS FOR BRANCH EXECUTIVE 2024/25

Positions Vacant

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Committee Member — 7 to be elected
State Delegate — 2 to be elected

Alternate Delegate Nominations to be in the hands of the Secretary no later than 1% April.

(Print Name)

Agree t0 MY NOMINATION @S. ... ..uunt ettt ettt et et e e et e e e et eae e anaens
And agree that my contact details be published by the Society.

I agree to always abide by the rules of the Society.

Signed.........cooviiiiiii
PropOSer. ... Signed.........cooiiiiiiiiiii
Seconder........o.oviiiiiii Signed.........cooiiiiiiiiiii

Proposer and Seconder must be financial members of the Society for the year 2024/25.

Please note that a separate form is required for each nomination.




Tasmanian Family History Society Inc

Mersey Branch Annual General Meeting
To be held at the Branch Library 1pm Saturday 20™ April 2024
117 Gilbert Street, Latrobe

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM

L(PrINt NAME) .ot e am interested in being appointed
p g app

to the position of: - (circle any position of interest. More than one may be circled).

Library Co-Ordinator

Assistant Library Co-Ordinator
Membership Officer

Research Co-Ordinator

Journal Liaison Officer

Newsletter Editor

Publicity & Promotions Co-Ordinator
Publications Committee

Publication Sales Co-Ordinator
Equipment Manager

Other Areas (please indicate area of interest)




