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Our Tasmanian Family History Society Inc Mersey Branch rooms 

Situated behind the Latrobe Library in Gilbert Street, Latrobe 

We regularly update our front window with history from the past. 

June 2024 

Tasmanian Family History Society Inc 

Mersey Branch 

In Loving Memory Of 

 

Investigating Local Member Origins 
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Programme  

                       2024 Year 

JUN 

15th (Saturday) State AGM 

17th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

JUL 

6th (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

8th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

AUG 

3rd (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

12th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

24th (Saturday 24th (Saturday) Beginners Presentation with  

  Hands On Workshop 

SEP 

7th (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

9th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

OCT 

 5th (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

14th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

26th (Saturday) G’ment & Police Gazettes in AM 

 Film reader & Microfiche in PM 

NOV 

2nd (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

11th (Monday) Committee Meeting 

24th (Sunday) Afternoon Tea & Trade Table 

DEC 

7th (Saturday) Writer’s Group 

13th (Friday) Closure for Christmas Break 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writers Group 

On the first Saturday 1st of June, 10 to 12, our 
first Writers Group session was held. Where do 
we start? was the question asked of Dane 
McCormack. Dane was so helpful and has 
already given us confidence to just ‘have a go’. 
In this relaxed & friendly atmosphere we will be 
following Dane’s prompts. Starting with a story 
about an ancestor – where they lived and why 
they lived there. 

We are looking forward to telling our stories at 
the next session on Saturday 6th July, 10 – 12 at 
Mersey Branch rooms.  

Interested in the Group contact secretary on 
secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com 

 

Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. Mersey Branch held their AGM on 20th April 2024. 

All positions were declared vacant. 

Nominations were received and the following positions were accepted. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2024/2025  SPECIALIST AREAS 2024/2025 
   

President Roslyn Coss  Library Co-ordinator Rosie Marshall 
Vice President Gary Bryant  Ass’t Library Co-ordinator Marilyn Oakley 

Secretary Gaylene Hays  Membership Officer Ross Warren 
Treasurer Ross Warren  Research Co-ordinator Roslyn Coss 
   Newsletter Editor Gaylene Hays 

OTHER COMMITTEE 2024/2025  Publicity & Promotions Co-ordinator Gaylene Hays 
  Publications Committee Lyn Chambers 
Neville Bingham  Other (Indexing) Lyn Chambers 
Lyn Chambers  Establish a Family History Writers Group Dane McCormack 
Betty Keep    
Rosie Marshall  STATE DELEGATES 2024/2025  
Sue-Ellen McCreghan    

   Roslyn Coss, Lyn Chambers, Sue-Ellen McCreghan/Gaylene Hays 
     

 
 

 

 

 

 REMINDER 

 

 Memberships are due 

for renewal by the 31st March 2024 

Please use the Membership Renewal Form 

that comes with your March Edition of 

Tasmanian Ancestry. 

We look forward to seeing you in our rooms 

any Wednesday or Friday (10.00am – 

3.00pm) that suits your needs.   

 

 

mailto:secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com
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Tasmanian Family history Society Inc. - Mersey Branch  

Annual General Meeting 20th April, 2024  

Presidents Report 

 

Thank you all for attending. This is my opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to the 

smooth & happy running of Mersey Branch. To Gary Bryant, our Vice President a thanks for ‘holding 

down the fort’ as required. Gary is also a reliable duty person and has been involved with 

presentations. 

Our secretary Gay Hays has been great support in all aspects of the branch. From taking the minutes 

and co-ordinating with Andrew Cocker our web manager in updating Mersey branch website. Gay 

continues to place items on six face book sites. Her help in setting up & running the Trade Table & 

arvo T fund raiser as well as presentation days is very much appreciated. Gay gives 100% to Mersey 

branch as she also does library duty & has been instrumental in indexing the F E Watts Funeral 

Directors. Sue-Ellen McCreghan, our previous secretary has left the position in very good hands 

although she doesn’t make those ‘you beaut’ scones! 

Ross Warren our treasurer is appreciated for keeping the books in the black. His patience with us 

when introducing using ’the square’ is worthy of a medal. He has also been involved with 

presentations and his knowledge of ‘The List’ Tasmania is enviable. As well as library duty Ross with 

Neville Bingham maintain the building and moving & adding shelving a required. Thank you to both. 

Our Rosie Marshall, our librarian keeps the library in order & her knowledge is irreplaceble. Rosie 

accessions any new books and has completed the arduous task of stocktake, this with Marilyn 

Oakley. Marilyn makes sure the building is kept clean & tidy it is always a pleasure to enter and work. 

The past year Mersey branch received donations – I’m sure Ross will elaborate on money received. A 

donation from Betty Keep the book ‘Go….. Be Fruitful & Multiply’ now out of print was sold. A 

collection of model trains from Ian was donated & sold, proceeds came to Mersey branch. It helped 

that two husbands of committee members are involved with Sheffield Model Railway Club. A donation 

of a copy of a pastel drawing of ‘The Don’ has been framed and placed in the computer room.  

This past year Advocate indexing of bdm’s for 2023 has continued thanks to Lynnie Chambers & 

Anne Lowe. Lynnie also does library duty & represents Mersey branch at State Executive meetings.                            

Thanks goes to Rhondda Tomlinson who indexed a donation of scrapbook photos taken from early 

newspapers. Rhondda has also compiled a history of the Odd Fellowes’ Hall Latrobe from 

newspapers. Member, Helen Anderson completed the ‘A Cemetery That Was’ 2nd edition thanks to 

Helen for completing this mammoth task approx’ 450 pages. This book is for sale on demand. 

The Index to F E Watts & Sons Funeral Directors is finished & due to be for sale. Gay, Marilyn & 

Sandra Henwood put in many hours. Sandra also does library duty. 

Our purchase this year of five updated computers have saved many a headache. Installed by Ross & 

our computer Tech’ Clinton Duff. A few teething problems but no problems since (knock on wood). 

A special thanks to Peter Marlow who has retired from Mersey Committee. Mersey branch thanks 

Peter for his input over the past years with ILMO and publications. 

Looking back over the past year Mersey branch have completed and achieved a great deal. There is 

more than a thank you to all involved. I look forward to being part of the Mersey branch 2024/25. 

 

Roslyn Coss 
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Mersey Branch, Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. 

Treasurer's Report 2O23/24 A.G.M. (Subject to audit) 

 
 
Receipts for 2023/24 financial year totalled $9113.02 down from $9936.80 last year. Payments 
totalled $9657.93 up from $8803.89 last year, resulting in a deficit of $544.91 for the year. 

The Profit & Loss table summarises major areas of Expenditure and lncome. 

Our usual major expense, library utilities, was up slightly on last year. These costs are 
unavoidable and will only continue to rise in future. Small savings may be made by shopping 
around for cheaper providers. 

Admin and ILMO costs were up slightly, probably due to increasing postage costs. 

lncome from membership subscriptions and donations was down slightly but this varies each 
year depending on subscriptions being paid before or after March 31. As at 20 April 2024, 67 
Mersey Branch members were financial for 2024/25 year. 

Research income was down on last year's bumper result but is still a valuable contributor to 
branch funds. Well done to Ros and all those members involved in research. 

Library income was well up this year and sundry costs were down resulting in a good profit for 
the year. 

Mersey Branch enjoyed a bumper fund-raising effort this year. lncome doubled and costs 
were also kept down. Well done to everyone involved. The major contributor was the trade 
table in November. Two major donations, one a book, Be Fruitful and Multiply, donated by 
Betty Keep was held back and sold for $480, and secondly a magnificent donation of model 
trains by Steve Chamber which were also held back and with careful advertising and sales 
earned $1020 (and a further $658 in /25 year. The donation of an exercise walker, the 
Christmas raffle, sale of surplus books, the February BBQ, chocolates and water sales all 
added to the coffers. Education days where members gave presentation on various subjects 
were also well patronised and raised valuable income as well as providing good fellowship. 

Publication sales income was well down this year 

Five re-furbished computers were purchased during the year which provide members and 
visitors with modern and more reliable computers to use for research and indexing. 

Also a large screen TV was purchased to be used for presentations in the library. 
A POS terminal was also purchased giving members and visitors another means of paying for 
membership subscription and library services and resources. The use of this device has been 
slow. 

The branch de-humidifier was sold during the year. 

Ross Warren, Treasurer 

7 April 2024 

 

Can you guess the meaning of these Rebus images?         Answers on last page, no peeking!!! 
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TASMANIAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC.  

MERSEY BRANCH 

LIBRARY REPORT   2023 - 2024 

The Library continues to be open each week on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10.00 am – 3.00 pm.  For 

several years Wednesday was not supported as much as Friday but this year that situation has changed 

and both days are fairly busy.  

During the 2023/24 year there was an increase in the number of members using the Library but a decrease 

in the number of visitors. 

2022/23 Members  126   Visitors  104 

2023/24 Members  165   Visitors   62 

A class for Beginners was undertaken during the year. Those who participated were generally not members 

and they showed a great interest in tracing their family trees and searching for elusive ancestors or family 

members. Following this there were further sessions which they attended. Most of the participants became 

members and some continued their research during Library opening times. 

With the closure of Huon Branch, Mersey Branch was the recipient of a selection of books from their 

collection. As many of these books related to southern Tasmania this was an added bonus. Books which 

were duplicates of our holdings were sold as a fundraising venture. The purchase of five new computers 

has greatly improved the ability for research and has enabled other members to be able to work on 

indexing records during opening hours. 

Our small group of members who willingly give their time as library assistants are very much appreciated. 

Gary Bryant, Lyn Chambers, Gay Hays, Sandra Henwood, Rosie Marshall, Ros Coss and Ross Warren 

are to be congratulated for their reliable attendance as library assistants. With so much information now 

available on the internet members and visitors come into the library hoping that there may be an easy 

solution to the brick walls that they have encountered in their research. The library assistants often find 

some answers by using records which we hold and that are not freely available elsewhere.  

The Library would not be able to function adequately without the help from the following members who 

have given their time outside the normal opening hours. Thank you to Marilyn Oakley who has continued 

to keep the library clean and tidy and to Neville Bingham and Ross Warren who have completed numerous 

carpentering tasks and the many odd jobs that occur. Thank you to all the unknown people who do their 

bit to keep the library running smoothly. 

Thank you everyone. 

Rosie Marshall 

Branch Librarian 
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TFHS Inc – Mersey Branch 

Publications Report for Annual General Meeting  

April 2024 

We have had an interesting 12 months with the completion of “A Cemetery That Was” and “F E Watts 

and Son Pty Ltd Undertaker” Indexing. 

A Cemetery That Was 2nd edition updated and completed by Helen Anderson.  Thank you to Helen for 

her untiring work in getting the information together and sending it to me to design the cover page and 

to organize into a publication ready to publish and print. 

F E Watts and Son Pty Ltd Undertaking Index commenced in September 2021 with the help of Rosie 

Marshall, Marilyn Oakley, Sandra Henwood and myself.  Order Forms, Deaths, Burials and Charge 

images have been indexed into one publication.  165 pages (not including cover pages) with 7722 

entries.  Thank you to Ros Coss for checking errors on the 1st draft, that little red pen worked its wonder 

again.   A draft publication has been sent to the Publications Committee for an ISBN and when received 

the index will be printed and bound.  Yes, we are nearly there. 

ILMO Newsletter (circulated 4 times a year) has been a delight to produce with many interesting articles 

submitted by our members, a very big thank you to all who have contributed over the past and for those 

articles already submitted for future issues.  With your input it makes for a very interesting newsletter. 

TFHS Inc Mersey Branch set up information at the Devonport Library for Family History Month in August 

2023.  I had pleasure in collating the information provided by Sonia Phelan (her images of birds from 

Grandfather through to Great Grandson) and Julie Fitzpatrick for the beautiful bottle that contained the 

Golden Wedding Cake of Grandmother and Grandfather Morey’s Golden Wedding Cake 1883.  

Boatwright family weddings, golden weddings images and stories and Lyn Chambers Opal ring and ear 

rings and how they came about. Ross Warren and Betty Keep also contributed to the Family History 

Month. 

Many flyers designed: - Membership Drive, Afternoon Tea, Scones and Trade Table, Courses and 

Presentations, BBQ and Christmas invitations designed which has taught me quite a few new skills in 

this department. 

Latrobe, Devonport, Ulverstone, Sheffield, Port Sorell and Wesley Vale Facebook sites updated with 

what’s happening at TFHS Inc Mersey Branch on a regular basis. 

I wish to thank all the people who have given me guidance and support in this role, it has been a 

pleasure and I am learning more and more all the time. 

 

Regards 

Gaylene Hays 

Publications Editor 
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Mary teston Luis Fernandes BeLL 

Information noted on Find A Grave.  Maintained by Jay Lance and originally created by The Silent Forgotten 

                                                      

She was an Australian aviator and founding leader of the Women's Air Training Corps (WATC), a 

volunteer organisation that provided support to the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) during World 

War II. She also helped establish the Women's Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF), the first and 

largest women's wartime service in the country, which numbered more than 18,000 members by 

1944. Born Mary Fernandes in Tasmania, she married RAAF officer John Bell in 1923 and obtained 

a pilot's licence in 1927. Given temporary command of the WAAAF on its formation in 1941, she 

was passed over as its inaugural Director in favour of corporate executive Clare Stevenson. Bell 

refused the post of Deputy Director and resigned, but subsequently rejoined and served until the 

final months of the war. She and her husband later became farmers. Nicknamed "Paddy", Mary Bell 

died in 1979 at the age of seventy-five. Born on 3 December 1903 in Launceston, Tasmania, Mary 

Bell was the daughter of Rowland Walker Luis Fernandes, an English-born clerk, and his wife 

Emma. She attended Church of England Girls' Grammar School, Launceston and St Margaret's 

School, Devonport, before commencing work in a solicitor's office at the age of fourteen. She married 

John Bell (1889–1973), a Royal Australian Air Force officer and World War I veteran of Gallipoli and 

the Australian Flying Corps, at St Andrew's Anglican Church in Brighton, Victoria on 19 March 1923. 

They had one daughter. From 1925 until early 1928, the Bells lived in Britain while John attended 

RAF Staff College, Andover and acted as RAAF liaison officer to the Royal Air Force. Interested in 

aviation since her teens, Mary learnt to fly in England and in April 1927 qualified for a Grade 'A' 

private pilot's licence. Returning to Australia, she was the first female to gain a pilot's licence in 

Victoria, on 20 March 1928. The following year, she became the first Australian woman to qualify as 

a ground engineer. By 1939, the Bells had moved to Brisbane, where John was Queensland 

manager for Airlines of Australia Ltd, having left the RAAF in 1929. Mary became leader of forty or 

so members of the Women's National Emergency Legion Air Wing who had hoped to be able to 

assist in aircraft maintenance in time of war. Determining that their objectives would not be met in 

their existing organisation, on 17 July they formed a new paramilitary group, the Women's Air 

Training Corps (WATC), and elected Bell its commander. She soon expanded the WATC into a 

national organisation, with Commandants leading each state's chapter, and herself as Australian 

Commandant. Bell wrote to Air Vice Marshal Richard Williams, with whom she was acquainted via 

her husband and in aviation circles, advocating the establishment of a women's branch of the RAAF 

similar to the RAF's Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). Among other things, she pointed out that 

female volunteers such as hers were already supporting the Air Force in driving, nursing and clerical 

duties. The WATC was one of a number of women's voluntary organisations whose members were 

Born 3-12-1903 

Launceston, Tasmania 

Died 6-02-1979 (aged 75) 

Ulverstone, Tasmania 
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keen to support the military, arguing that their personnel provided a ready-made pool of skilled staff 

for auxiliary services, saving the government time and money associated with training unskilled 

labour. Australia having declared war on 3 September 1939, the RAAF Air Board met in November 

to discuss Mary Bell's letter, but postponed taking any further action. Bell continued to lobby, 

however, along with various women's groups desiring to support the war effort and to free male staff 

for overseas postings. In July 1940, the new Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Charles 

Burnett, invited her to produce a proposal for a women's auxiliary, supervised by her husband John, 

who had rejoined the Air Force at the war's outbreak and was now a Wing Commander in the 

Directorate of Organisation at RAAF Headquarters, Melbourne. Mary recommended forming the 

new service under the Air Force Act to permit women to enlist for the duration of the war under 

conditions similar to RAAF members, rather than enrolling on a short-term contractural basis, a 

radical idea at the time which would not be put in place until 1943. She also suggested a volunteer 

reserve or 'citizen' force to augment the enlisted women, effectively the existing WATC, though this 

was seen as placing too much emphasis on 'her' personal command.[8] Various senior Air Force 

officers, including the recently promoted Air Marshal Williams, and the Director of Personnel 

Services, Group Captain Joe Hewitt, opposed a women's service. Burnett however, an RAF member 

who appreciated how the WAAF proved its worth during the Battle of Britain, championed its 

establishment as the Women's Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF). Bell was appointed to the 

RAAF's Personnel Branch as Staff Officer (Administrative) with the probationary rank of Section 

Officer (acting Flight Officer) on 24 February 1941, in order to "get the organisation going". Formally 

established on 25 March, the WAAAF was the first uniformed women's branch of an armed service 

in Australia, predating similar organisations in the Army and Navy. Bell led the WAAAF for the first 

three months of its existence, recruiting approximately two hundred women by June; of the first six 

officers she appointed, five were former members of the WATC. On 21 May 1941, Berlei corporate 

executive Clare Stevenson was appointed Director WAAAF with Bell as her Deputy Director, 

effective from 9 June. The Air Member for Personnel, Air Vice Marshal Henry Wrigley, chose 

Stevenson on the basis of her management background and because she was not a "socialite".[12] 

Notwithstanding her aviation experience and familiarity with the RAAF, he considered Bell to be 

"tangled up with the WATC", where she "waved the flag and obtained a great deal of publicity for 

herself". She may also have alienated Burnett by not including his daughter Sybil-Jean, a founding 

member of the WAAF, among the initial intake of staff. Bell chose to resign on learning of 

Stevenson's appointment, rather than stay on and report to someone from outside the service 

fraternity; she later rejoined at Wrigley's request, on the condition that she received no promotion 

higher than Flight Officer. Two of her original officer appointees also resigned when Bell was passed 

over, later describing her as "a thorough and effective organiser" and the "obvious choice" as 

Director. After Bell returned to the WAAAF on 5 October 1942, she served at RAAF Headquarters 

in various directorates, mainly that of Medical Services.[14] Despite her recommendation in July 

1940 that they be enlisted into the WAAAF as permanent staff, women were at first enrolled only for 

renewable twelve-month contracts; they did not become part of the Permanent Air Force, with the 

benefits that entailed, until 1943. Pay was only ever two-thirds that of male equivalents. The 

organisation grew rapidly, however, peaking in strength at over 18,600 members in October 1944, 

or twelve per cent of all RAAF personnel. By the end of the war a total of 27,000 women had served 

in the WAAAF, comprising over thirty-one per cent of ground staff and filling sixty-one trades, all 

previously occupied by men. Ranked Flight Officer, Mary Bell was discharged from the WAAAF at 

her own request on 11 April 1945. Her husband John was acting Air Commodore when he left the 

RAAF on 15 October that year. The WAAAF, first and largest of Australia's wartime women's 

services, was disbanded on 30 September 1946. The Bells became farmers, first in Victoria and 

then in Tasmania, before retiring in 1968. Survived by her daughter, Mary Bell died in Ulverstone, 

Tasmania on 6 February 1979. She was buried at Mersey Vale Memorial Park cemetery in Spreyton, 

near Devonport, beside her husband, who had died in 1973.  
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In the early 1890’s Thomas Cross traded in his farming boots for the blue and white horizontal striped 

butcher’s apron. He opened two shops one in Burnie and one in Wynyard. 

A tough gig by any stretch but at the age of 60 particularly hard. Albert his youngest son was there to 

assist. 

Imagine, being a butcher in the 1890’s, no electricity, boning and cutting with a hand saw. 

There were some mechanical means of making small goods. But ouch, no freezer, the meat would have 

to be hung, cured and sold before it was wasted. Although I have some anecdotal evidence that the only 

waste was the “mooo” 

There were regulations. Initially butchers were registered and paid a fee to the government. 

This may have changed with the establish Rural Municipalities in Country Towns and Districts Legislation. 

The new rules included the ability to make legislation to raise revenue for roads and health matters. From 

extensive searching on Trove this may have included health inspectors. 

The power of discussion has enabled some assumptions to be made and slowly a picture is emerging of 

a rural butcher in the 1890’s. But I am sure there is more to be told, particularly in relation to the legislation 

which I have been unable to make a definitive conclusion. 

If anyone can offer some advice on this particular trade I would be most interested. If anyone would like 

to collaborate on writing an article I am more than interested. 

Julie Fitzpatrick 

secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS 

A-broken heart E-neon lights I-crooked fight   M-six of one & half dozen of another 

B-up in arms F-reading between the lines J-walking tall    N-reverse costs 

C-right between everything    G-very interesting K-time after time O one sock 

D-head over heals in love H-misunderstanding between friends L-touchdown P-paradise 

   

Writers Group 
Dane McCormack held the first Writers Group on the 1/6/24 and will be holding future classes on the first Saturday of 

every month at the TFHS Inc Mersey Branch rooms in Gilbert Street Latrobe.  If you are interested in attending please 

email me at secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com  and I will let Dane know. 

mailto:secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.tfhsdev@gmail.com

