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  Peter Marlow      

Seeking Research Room Volunteers 
While we can scrape through with the number of 

volunteers we’ve got at present (but we can use more) 

We are short of volunteers for both Tuesday and Friday. 

10.30am to 3.00pm. Can you please help? 

One duty a month, or once in a blue moon, we will bend 

over backwards to accommodate you. 

How much experience do you need? – only basic 

computer skills and an ability to get along with others. 

We will roster you with an experienced volunteer and 

support you with any aspect of training required. 

 

Mersey Branch Committee of Management 
Our Constitution allows us to have seven (7) Committee 

Members other than the four (4) Executive positions. 

At the moment we have only four (4) and they have all, 

except for one, have held their positions for a good 

number of years. We desperately require three (3) 

persons. 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month. 

Commencing at 1.30pm and usually takes 1½ hours to 

conclude all business. 

 

Air Conditioning –It is the   Committee’s intention 

to have a “Heat Pump Air-conditioning System” 

installed and operating before the winter commences.  

 

Certificates of Appreciation 
At the Annual General Meeting Certificates of 

Appreciation were presented to Anne Lowe and Marie 

Cole for their dedicated contribution to our Library over 

the past twelve months. 

Marie has been scanning the classified section of the 

Advocate Newspapers, but for family concerns, will be 

unable to continue. Denise Young has volunteered to 

step into her role. Thanks Denise. 

  Anne has steadfastly, without assistance, worked on 

the Indexing of the BD & Ms found in the classified 

section of the Advocate Newspapers a great effort. 

 

 

From the Editor’s Desk 

        

 
 

Wanted – 

 articles for the ILMO 

We are always looking for articles of interest 
or upcoming events to be included in the 

ILMO. 
 
If you have any items you would like to be 
included please either bring them to the 
Library or Email to 
secretary@tfhsdev.com 

 

 



   

 

  President’s Report                                                        

2016  Annual General Meeting 

 
 

                              

 
Presidents Report 16th April, 2016 

Welcome everyone and thank you for your interest in and for being part of the Mersey 

Branch of Tasmanian Family History.  

Due to family reasons I was on the mainland from March to June last year and unable to be 

part of Mersey Branch. I am thankful and appreciative of Peter Marlow “for holding the fort” 

and for the extra effort Sue-Ellen McCreghan and all the committee put into the branch in my 

absence. 

Our volunteers continue to help and promote the Family History Society and by doing so the 

Society remains viable. 

The main projects for this past year have been the continued indexing of the Advocate 

newspapers, year 2013 has been printed. Thank you to Marie Cole, Anne Lowe, Marilyn 

Oakley and Peter Marlow for all their dedication to the indexing.                                            

 

Ulverstone Cemeteries Book 3 is at long last printed and available for sale. This book has 

been difficult to produce due to our programmes and computers being incompatible never 

the less through sheer bloody mindedness we have prevailed and the finished product is up 

to our high standard. 

 

‘The Melrose Project’ is the updating and recording of the history of Melrose (this is Neville’s’ 

baby’) which is coming together with the help of Neville, Peter, Helen and members of the 

Melrose committee. 

A special thanks to Marilyn Oakley and our Shepperton helper Glenis Brauman these girls 

have continued with the indexing of the films from the Tasmanian Archives and need only to 

complete the last film a project of many years, a job well done. 

Our committee members are a loyal bunch and continue to put their time and effort into 

Mersey Branch. Thank you so very much to the rest of committee and helpers for their 

continued support and interest in Mersey Branch, Helen Anderson, Kerrie Blyth, Gary 

Bryant, Russell Coss, Pat Coy, Sandra Henwood, Ann Kiely, Rosie Marshall, Beth Moore, 

Jim Rouse and Denise Young. 

I look forward to 2016/17 

  Ros Coss, President 

 



Recent Accessions 

at our Library as reported by our Librarian 
 
 

 

  

                                            Rosie Marshall 

 

 

Disks 

Tasmanian Historical Research Association Inc; Knopwood’s Diary –       

The      Diary of the Reverend Robert Knopwood First Chaplain  of Van Diemen’s   
       Land  1803-1838 

 

Books   

TFHS Inc. Launceston Branch:                                                        
A New Combined Alphabetical Edition of  Index to  
 Examiner Births Deaths Marrtiages 1931-1935 – Volume 5 
 
 
 
McClymont, John James Houison 1800-1876  

Parramatta”s Forgotten Architect 
 
 
 
TFHS Inc. -  Mersey Branch 

Ulverstone Cemeteries Book 3 

 



The Old Watch House 
An article which appeared in “The Devon Herald of 14th August 1885” which throws some light upon the  

history surrounding the old Police Residence and Jail, currently being utilised by Mersey Branch of   

Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. to house its reference Library and  Regional Family Research 

 facilities at 117 Gilbert Street Latrobe 

 

“The old wooden building in Liverpool Street, that only a few years since was the LATROBE JAIL, 

POLICE OFFICE AND JAIL, all in one, now serves for the constable’s residence, and on this historical 

Pile we wish to remark shortly. When the winter rains fill the Mersey, and cause an overflow, this 

 old hut is completely surrounded by water, which rises on occasions until the floors are 18” below  

the surface.  When this occurs our guardian has to place the furniture etc, out of danger, and with 

 his wife and  family, decamp to lodgings until the waters retire. This is not only a great  

inconvenience to the constable stationed here, but living in quarters so thoroughly sodden with 

 water must be very  injurious to himself and his family, and we cannot understand why such a state  

of affairs is allowed in a civilized community. If a man is worthy of the confidence of the authorities 

 who place him in the position he holds, he is worth housing comfortably, and should not be 

 expected to live in a building that is periodically under water during the winter. We have learned 

 indirectly that not only is the policeman compelled during the floods to leave his quarters, but that 

he pays, whilst thus boarding elsewhere, for his accommodation out of his own pocket, this is 

 certainly unjust, and only adds pecuniary loss to domestic discomfort and inconvenience, and we  

hope to see an alteration at once or we shall have to return to the subject again in a future issue. 

The building used for pol ice quarters must either be raised or remove d to higher ground, or else a 

 new house must be provided, for in its present condition, the rooms are damp and cold and quite 

 unfit for human habitation.“ 

 

Some years (C1890) after the construction of the building. In 1883, which comprised the Post Office,  

Court Rooms, and Council Offices, in Gilbert Street, Latrobe, the Government of the day in response  

to  local criticism agreed to construct a wood and Iron building, on land adjacent to those buildings, 

to accommodate the constable and his family with office facilities and a lock-up jail at the rear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we find that the Post Office, Court Rooms (now Museum) and the Council Office 

 (now Linc Library) are all Heritage Listed but the once Police Residence and Jail are not included. 

 

The weather-board residence and jail, located at 117 Gilbert Street, Latrobe, remained derelict for 

some years following the provision of a new Police facilities, at 1 Hamilton Street, Latrobe.   

 

In 2000 the unused building was transferred from the Lands Department to the ownership of the  

Latrobe  Council.  To ensure that the building could be used for other purposes the Council added a 

kitchenette and toilet facilities. 



 

 

On the 7th January 2000 the following article 

opposite appeared in the Advocate Newspaper. 

 

The building was renovated and repainted to enable 

it to be used a Community Access Centre, but by 

2006 the facilities became available elsewhere and 

the facility was no longer required 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Wall Murals which still exist. 

 

 

For many years the Devonport Branch of Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. used facilities in  

Day’s Building, Oldaker Street, Devonport.  In 2007 that building was subjected to renovations, and  

no longer available to the Society. 

  

The Latrobe Council in its endeavour to find a way to make use of the old building was happy to offer  

the building to the Society, and hence it became the new home for the Group. 

   

Since the Branch had then evolved to be regionalised and provided Family Research facilities within 

 the Region from Deloraine to Ulverstone the change of name from Devonport to Mersey was 

 appropriate. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      ARE YOU A GOOD ANCESTOR?  

A good ancestor keeps certificates including birth and death certificates, records 

including health, military, naturalisation and school, passports, newspaper and church 

notices, awards, photos, art and craft work, journals, bibles, diaries, baby books, school 

and wedding books and heirlooms. 

 

He or she dates correspondence, cares for tombstones, keeps research organised, 

writes or tapes the family stories and supports family organisations. 

 

A good ancestor dates everything, is sure that full names are included, records where 

material may be found and always sees that at least one other copy of important dates 

is somewhere else. 

A hundred years from now, will they think you are a good ancestor? 

 



 



 

        

   Are you related to this person ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

An airplane was about to crash; there were 5 passengers on board, but 
only 4 parachutes.  

The first passenger, Holly Madison said, "I have my own reality show 
and I am the smartest and prettiest woman at playboy, so Americans 
don't want me to die." She took the first pack and jumped out of the 
plane.  

 The second passenger, John McCain, said, "I'm a senator, and a 
decorated war hero from an elite navy unit from the United States of 
America." so he grabbed the second pack and jumped.  

 The third passenger, Donald Trump said, "I am going to be the next 
president of the United States, I am the smartest man in our country, 
and I will make America great again”. So he grabbed the pack next to 
him and jumped out. 
 
The fourth passenger, Billy Graham, said to the fifth passenger, a 10-
year-old schoolgirl, "I have lived a full life and served my god the best I 
could. I will sacrifice my life and let you have the last parachute."  

The little girl said, "That's okay, Mr. Graham. There's a parachute left for 
you. The smartest man in America took my schoolbag."  
 
I'll bet that you will share this one!! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


