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Seeking Research Room Volunteers

While we can scrape through with the number of
volunteers we’ve got at present (but we can use more)
We are short of volunteers for both Tuesday and Friday.
10.30am to 3.00pm. Can you please help?

One duty a month, or once in a blue moon, we will bend
over backwards to accommodate you.

How much experience do you need? — only basic
computer skills and an ability to get along with others.
We will roster you with an experienced volunteer and
support you with any aspect of training required.

Mersey Branch Committee of Management
Our Constitution allows us to have seven (7) Committee
Members other than the four (4) Executive positions.

At the moment we have only four (4) and they have all,
except for one, have held their positions for a good
number of years. We desperately require three (3)
persons.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month.
Commencing at 1.30pm and usually takes 1% hours to
conclude all business.

Air Conditioning —lt is the Committee’s intention
to have a “Heat Pump Air-conditioning System”
installed and operating before the winter commences.

Certificates of Appreciation
At the Annual General Meeting Certificates of
Appreciation were presented to Anne Lowe and Marie
Cole for their dedicated contribution to our Library over
the past twelve months.
Marie has been scanning the classified section of the
Advocate Newspapers, but for family concerns, will be
unable to continue. Denise Young has volunteered to
step into her role. Thanks Denise.

Anne has steadfastly, without assistance, worked on
the Indexing of the BD & Ms found in the classified
section of the Advocate Newspapers a great effort.

Programme 2016-17 Year

June

6™ Registration- State AGM

ILMO Publication

20" Committee Meeting

18" State - Annual General Meeting —
Ross

July

18" Committee Meeting

August

15" Committee Meeting

September
19th Committee Meeting

Committte Members for
2016/17

President ....... Ros Coss

Vice President ..Gary Bryant
Secretary......... Sue-Ellen McCreghan
Treasurer......... Helen Anderson
Committee -

Neville Bingham
Anne Kylie
Gloria Bowden
Peter Marlow

50

4

==

7 Wanted —

articles for the ILMO

We are always looking for articles of interest
or upcoming events to be included in the

ILMO.

If you have any items you would like to be
included please either bring them to the
Library or Email to

secretary@tfhsde.com

History only remembers the celebritieo,
genealogy remembers everyone.




Presidest's Report
2016 Assual Gesernal Meeting

Presidents Report 16" April, 2016

Welcome everyone and thank you for your interest in and for being part of the Mersey
Branch of Tasmanian Family History.

Due to family reasons | was on the mainland from March to June last year and unable to be
part of Mersey Branch. | am thankful and appreciative of Peter Marlow “for holding the fort”
and for the extra effort Sue-Ellen McCreghan and all the committee put into the branch in my
absence.

Our volunteers continue to help and promote the Family History Society and by doing so the
Society remains viable.

The main projects for this past year have been the continued indexing of the Advocate
newspapers, year 2013 has been printed. Thank you to Marie Cole, Anne Lowe, Marilyn
Oakley and Peter Marlow for all their dedication to the indexing.

Ulverstone Cemeteries Book 3 is at long last printed and available for sale. This book has
been difficult to produce due to our programmes and computers being incompatible never
the less through sheer bloody mindedness we have prevailed and the finished product is up
to our high standard.

‘The Melrose Project’ is the updating and recording of the history of Melrose (this is Neville’s’
baby’) which is coming together with the help of Neville, Peter, Helen and members of the
Melrose committee.

A special thanks to Marilyn Oakley and our Shepperton helper Glenis Brauman these girls
have continued with the indexing of the films from the Tasmanian Archives and need only to
complete the last film a project of many years, a job well done.

Our committee members are a loyal bunch and continue to put their time and effort into
Mersey Branch. Thank you so very much to the rest of committee and helpers for their
continued support and interest in Mersey Branch, Helen Anderson, Kerrie Blyth, Gary
Bryant, Russell Coss, Pat Coy, Sandra Henwood, Ann Kiely, Rosie Marshall, Beth Moore,
Jim Rouse and Denise Young.

| look forward to 2016/17

Ros Coss, President
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The Olel Wateh Hetnse

An article which appeared in “The Devon Herald of 14t August 1885” which throws some light upon the
history surrounding the old Police Residence and Jail, currently being utilised by Mersey Branch of
Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. to house its reference Library and Regional Family Research
facilities at 117 Gilbert Street Latrobe

“The old wooden building in Liverpool Street, that only a few years since was the LATROBE JAIL,
POLICE OFFICE AND JAIL, all in one, now serves for the constable’s residence, and on this historical
Pile we wish to remark shortly. When the winter rains fill the Mersey, and cause an overflow, this
old hut is completely surrounded by water, which rises on occasions until the floors are 18” below
the surface. When this occurs our guardian has to place the furniture etc, out of danger, and with
his wife and family, decamp to lodgings until the waters retire. This is not only a great
inconvenience to the constable stationed here, but living in quarters so thoroughly sodden with
water must be very injurious to himself and his family, and we cannot understand why such a state
of affairs is allowed in a civilized community. If a man is worthy of the confidence of the authorities
who place him in the position he holds, he is worth housing comfortably, and should not be
expected to live in a building that is periodically under water during the winter. We have learned
indirectly that not only is the policeman compelled during the floods to leave his quarters, but that
he pays, whilst thus boarding elsewhere, for his accommodation out of his own pocket, this is
certainly unjust, and only adds pecuniary loss to domestic discomfort and inconvenience, and we
hope to see an alteration at once or we shall have to return to the subject again in a future issue.
The building used for pol ice quarters must either be raised or remove d to higher ground, or else a
new house must be provided, for in its present condition, the rooms are damp and cold and quite
unfit for human habitation.”

Some years (C1890) after the construction of the building. In 1883, which comprised the Post Office,
Court Rooms, and Council Offices, in Gilbert Street, Latrobe, the Government of the day in response
to local criticism agreed to construct a wood and Iron building, on land adjacent to those buildings,

to accommodate the constable and his family with office facilities and a lock-up jail at the rear.

Today we find that the Post Office, Court Rooms (now Museum) and the Council Office
(now Linc Library) are all Heritage Listed but the once Police Residence and Jail are not included.

The weather-board residence and jail, located at 117 Gilbert Street, Latrobe, remained derelict for
some years following the provision of a new Police facilities, at 1 Hamilton Street, Latrobe.

In 2000 the unused building was transferred from the Lands Department to the ownership of the
Latrobe Council. To ensure that the building could be used for other purposes the Council added a
kitchenette and toilet facilities.



Bv Nina Lees On the 7™ January 2000 the following article

opposite appeared in the Advocate Newspaper.
LATROBE woman Mandy Weeks
has positioned the township to

benefit from a Youth and The building was renovated and repainted to enable
Community Access Centre set to it to be used a Community Access Centre, but by
open its doors in April. 2006 the facilities became available elsewhere and

Ms Weeks initiated the concept
and has been the driving force in
bringing it to fruition.

She said the centre would act as
an umbrella to the Drug Education
Network, Child and Adolescent
services, Sport and Recreation
Centrelink, Youth Drug and Alcohol
services and possibly a business
enterprise centre.

Entertainment for the centre,
which would be open after hours,
would include equipment such as
pinball machines, an eightball table,
and other activities not yet finalised.

Aimed at giving the community
the same or better opportunities as
its city counterparts, the project
moved closer to reality recently
when the council promised to hand
over keys to a council-owned
building in the next two weeks.

Ms Weeks said work would start
in a couple of weeks on restoring the
building.

The centre will be open to
everyone, but Ms Weeks said she
expected the unemployed, those on a
low income and teenagers to use the
services the most.

the facility was no longer required

Wall Murals which still exist.

For many years the Devonport Branch of Tasmanian Family History Society Inc. used facilities in
Day’s Building, Oldaker Street, Devonport. In 2007 that building was subjected to renovations, and
no longer available to the Society.

The Latrobe Council in its endeavour to find a way to make use of the old building was happy to offer
the building to the Society, and hence it became the new home for the Group.

Since the Branch had then evolved to be regionalised and provided Family Research facilities within
the Region from Deloraine to Ulverstone the change of name from Devonport to Mersey was

appropriate.




ARL 10U A G000 ANCLSTOR?

A good ancestor keeps certificates including birth and death certificates, records

including health, military, naturalisation and school, passports, newspaper and church
notices, awards, photos, art and craft work, journals, bibles, diaries, baby books, school
and wedding books and heirlooms.

He or she dates correspondence, cares for tombstones, keeps research organised,
writes or tapes the family stories and supports family organisations.

A good ancestor dates everything, is sure that full names are included, records where
material may be found and always sees that at least one other copy of important dates
is somewhere else.

A kandred years from now, witl they thirk you are a good a/(mtaf7

ACCURACY v ASSUMPTION

There isn't much point in framing and displaying a neatly completed family tree template if half of the
information in it is incorrect!

Here are six quick tips to getting your genealogy research right:

1. Assume nothing! Just because a woman is a man's wife doesn't mean she is his children’s
mother; check their birth records. Just because you've only known your surname spelled one way
doesn't mean people with variant spellings are not related to you; surname spellings have become
consistent only in the last 100 years. Just because a gravestone say Great Grandma Hannah died in 1898
aged 68 doesn't mean she was born in 1830; check the birth records for up to ten years before that
date.

2. Do your own research. The internet is heavily populated with family trees that have been copied, often
many times, from sloppily researched or even deliberately misleading originals.
It's tempting to grab a "'ready made" tree or branch of a tree and attach it to a seemingly
matching piece of your own ancestral heritage, but if you don't double-check every bit of the
research, you could end up taking your own genealogy research in the wrong direction. What's the point
of that?

3. Don't follow traditional naming patterns religiously. While they existed in Ireland and many other
societies, few families always, always followed them. They can be a clue worth following up, but make
sure you find the evidence before recording it as certain.

4. Check your maths before you start filling in dates on your family tree templates. A woman who married
your 3 x great-grandfather in 1812 should not be recorded with an estimated date of birth in 1805 just
because her 1841 census says she was 36.

5. Ditch the notion that all your ancestors were saintly and never told a lie. Vanity is not a modern
phenomenon. It's been around for centuries. So has the pleasure of “getting one over on the
authorities”. Not everything noted in an official document will necessarily have been honestly recorded.
There is also the possibility that there was some other influence at play when someone told an untruth.
In many cases, they won't even have been providing misleading information intentionally. Age was less
of an issue than it is now and many people didn't know exactly when they were born so they simply
estimated. Bear in mind also that freedom of speech and religious practice are relatively modern




Do ét time for a make ouen?

Times have changed considerably over the last fifty years or so.

In the past many of our ancestors held the view that once a relative had died his or her
history went with them. The view then, was that there was no need to preserve any
documents, photographs or other items of paraphemalia that may have been retained as
relics once held dear by the deceased.

There is no doubt that over the past fifty years there has been a change in attitude. Most
of us have the experience that our parents told us little about the history of our family, our
ancestral line and its origins. We are today, aware that our past could easily be lost, and
to ensure that those who follow us have some idea of their ancestry, we have kept
certificates including birth and death, and records including health, military, naturalisation and school, passports,
newspaper and church notices, awards, photos, art and craft work, journals, bibles, diaries, baby books, school
and wedding books and heirlooms.

Maybe your record keeping has been confined to updating the relative section of the
“Family Bible” where records of births, baptisms, engagements, marriages and deaths
are found.

There are others that have their history kept in an old battered box, hidden away in backof = . .-
a cupboard, well away from sight. In most cases those boxes are found to contain a variety '
of certificates, newspaper cuttings, photographs and memorabilia, some valuable, some just
plain trinkets as keepsakes.

Maybe your record keeping is more sophisticated than those mentioned and have kept all of the
above including a rough form of a “family tree” in a handwritten note book.

Perhaps you have done much more than the others and have used a "family tree
program” on your computer to record the events relating to each of your ancestors and
consider that you have not updated it for a long time.

In each of the cases mentioned you may consider yourself as a “Good Ancestor”, but the
question has to be asked - “are you a good ancestor’. How long is it since you updated
your records and are you aware of the huge amount of information currently available
"on- line". The National Library has transcribed many of the old newspapers and they can
be found, read, copied and downloaded from the “Trove” web site.

}j@? [O "é require assistance in producing a “Family Tree” from your current information? If you
—T—Z 5 - cananswer ‘yes” to each of these questions be assured that the Volunteer Staff at your
55 > Ay Family History Library will be happy to assist you.

s Do you need help in taking the next step to either update your records or do you

2

Generally our service could be free to our members, but please call at the Family History Library, bringing your
information with you, and one of our staff will assess how we can help you and
inform you of any possible cost.




Are you related to this person ?

Gloria Leslee Buddle
11 Sutton Crescent
Papakura

Auckland NZ 2110

- 4l

Dear Fellow Genealogists’ in Tasmania

| am related to George Crawford and Mary Ann (nee Mitchell) Sneddon, who lived in Hobart, their
son George Crawford was my Grandfather.

I am planning to visit Hobart in October (GC Sneddon Passed away on 7" October 1915) and would
love to be able to contact anyone also related. | plan to visit the Cemetery on 7" October.

My e-mail address is gloria.buddle@nettel.net.nz and mobile number 027 356 1220 or landline (I
am newly retired) is 09 299 9550. If anyone is visiting Auckland, please feel free to contact me, |
would love to chat/have a visit.

| have a son living in Melbourne, so, will visit with him and his family, then fly to Hobart for 2-3 days,
then get the bus to Launceston and stay another 2-3 days, and poss get the ferry back to Melbourne,
and fly home to Auckland. When | was in Hobart a few years ago, | did not know of the gravesite,
and was a real tourist. This time | hope to have a bit more research done.

Years ago, | did ring lots of people, Sneddon’s - Goninon but no luck with any contacts, although they
probably thought it was a crank call.

To whom ever is reading this, could you please consider putting a note in your newsletter, or
perhaps place it on the wall in your meeting place. | do thank you for even reading this.

Here’s to contacting someone,

Bye for now




An airplane was about to crash; there were 5 passengers on board, but
only 4 parachutes.

The first passenger, Holly Madison said, "l have my own reality show
and | am the smartest and prettiest woman at playboy, so Americans
don't want me to die." She took the first pack and jumped out of the
plane.

The second passenger, John McCain, said, "I'm a senator, and a
decorated war hero from an elite navy unit from the United States of
America." so he grabbed the second pack and jumped.

The third passenger, Donald Trump said, "l am going to be the next

president of the United States, | am the smartest man in our country,

and | will make America great again”. So he grabbed the pack next to
him and jumped out.

The fourth passenger, Billy Graham, said to the fifth passenger, a 10-
year-old schoolgirl, "I have lived a full life and served my god the best |
could. I will sacrifice my life and let you have the last parachute."

The little girl said, "That's okay, Mr. Graham. There's a parachute left for
you. The smartest man in America took my schoolbag."

I'll bet that you will share this one!!




